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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following Usting of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

die application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An activation control apparatus for controlling 
activation of an occupant protection apparatus that protects an occupant during collision of 
a vehicle, comprising: 

a first sensor disposed in a vehicle body to be located at a predetermined position, 
the first sensor outputting a signal corresponding to deceleration acting on the vehicle; 

a second sensor disposed in the vehicle body to be located forward with respect to 
the first sensor, the second sensor outputting a signal corresponding to deceleration 
acting on the vehicle; 

colUsion severity determination means for determining, on the basis of the signals 
output from the first and second sensors, whether a collision experienced by the vehicle 
is severe; 

collision symmetry determination means for detennining, on the basis of tiie signals 
output fi-om the first and second sensors, whether a collision portion of the vehicle 
involved in the collision has symmetry; 

delay time changing means for changing, on the basis of the severity determined by 
the collision severity determination means and results of tiie symmetry determination 
performed by the collision symmetry determination means, a delay time to be provided 
between a point in time when a first output of the occupant protection apparatus is 
activated and a point in time when a second output of the occupant protection apparatus 
is activated; wherein when the coll i siftti severity determination means deteimines that the 
r.olHsion experienced bv the vehicle is severe or the collision experienced by the vehic^^ 
is not severe and the collision avmmetrv determin ation means determines that th e 
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nAllisioTi portion of the vehichle does not have symm et ry, the delay time changins means 
^etft the delay time tn a long ti m e as comnared with a case in which the collision portion 
of the yeht cle has symmetry: and 

activation control means for controlling the activation of the first and second 
outputs of the occupant protection apparatus on the basis of the delay time changed by 
the delay time changing means. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) An activation control apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
delay time changing means sets the delay time to zero when the colUsion severity 
detennination means determines that the collision experienced by the vehicle is severe and 
the collision syimnetry determination means determines that the collision portion of the 
vehicle has symmetry; 

the delay time changing means sets the delay time to a short time when the 
collision severity determination means determines that the collision experienced by the 
vehicle is severe and the collision symmetry determination means determines that the 
collision portion of the vehicle does not have symmetry or when the collision severity 
determination means determines that the collision experienced by the vehicle is not 
severe and the collision symmetry determination means determines that the collision 
portion of the vehicle has symmetry; and 

the delay time changing means sets the delay time to a long time when the 
collision severity determination means determines that the colUsion experienced by the 
vehicle is not severe and the colUsion symmetry determination means determines that 
the collision portion of the vehicle does not have symmetry. 

4. (Original) An activation control apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the collision symmetry determination means determines that the collision portion of the 

-3- 
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vehicle has symmetry when the deceleration acting on the vehicle and represented by the 
signal output from the first sensor is greater than a predetermined level- 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (New) An activation control apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the delay 
time changing means sets the delay tune to a long time as compared with a case in which the 
collision severity determination means determines that the collision experienced by the 
vehicle is severe and the collision symmetry detennination means determines that the 
coUision portion of the vehicle has symmetry, when the colUsion severity determination 
means determines that the collision experienced by the vehicle is not severe and the collision 
symmetry determination means determines that the collision portion of the vehicle does not 
have symmetry. 



